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My postdoc fellowship applications’ story!

2014 - about to finish my PhD (Uni Kohéféﬂir,mGermany)
« 9 month grant uni Konstanz v

2016 - secured post-doc position (Uni Sheffield, UK)

- MSCA 1st time X

- Welcome Trust X

 Human Frontiers X

- EMBO X

- AXA fellowship X

2020 - aiming for 2"d post-doc position (FORTH-Greece)
- MSCA 2nd time X

2021 - secured my post-doc position (FORTH-Greece)

- Grant Review

My experience:

MSCA success rate: 1/3
Total Postdoc Applications: 2/8

If you are eligible
do apply!

Reviewed a Major Project Grant for Rosetrees Trust (06/2021, l

« MSCA 3rd time v
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Eligible? Apply!

* AIaBAOCTE IPOCEKTIKA TIC IPOUTTIOOECEIC
* Av éxeTe ap@ifolia {NTROTE SIEUKPIVIOEIG

 21IYOUPEUTEITE OTI KAVETE AITNON OTN CWOTH Horizon Europe Programme
kKarnyopia (European-Global) Guide for Applicants

Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions ~ Postdoctoral Fellowships (PF)
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Play by the Rules of the Game!

Funding & tender opportunities

Single Electronic Data Interchange Area (SEDIA)

European
Commission

* AlaBaoTe TIg 08NYiEg Yia TO
OUYKEKpPIHEVO call.

* Na gioTe MOAU auoTnNPOi OTNV TAPNON
TWV KAVOVWV.

* NMpoooxn! O1 kavoveg kKal Ta templates
aAAalouv armro Xpovid OE XpovVid.

HORIZON 2020 ONLINE MANUAL

[ sear
@ H2020 Online Manual

My Area - User account & roles
EU Login
Roles & access rights
Terms and Conditions of Use
Grants
Applying for funding
Find a call
Horizon 2020 structure
and budget
What you need to know
about Horizon 2020 calls
Find partners or apply as
individual
Reagister in the Participant
Register
Registration of your
organisation
LEAR appointment
Validation of potential
beneficiaries
Bank account validation
Financial capacity
assessment
Data update
Certifications
Submit a proposal
Get prepared
Electronic proposal
submission
From evaluation to grant
signature
Admissibility and eligibility
check
Ewvaluation of proposals
Evaluation criteria
Evaluation process and
results

Grant preparation

My Area

Grants
Applying for funding
Find a call Find partners

Evaluation & Grant signature

ATEETIE Ty Evaluation of proposa

Grant management

Keeping records Amendments

Dissemi
& exploitation

|:DI'|'II'I'ILIFIIIZBIII'IQ
your project

Acknowledgement
of EU funding

working as an expert

Expert registration Contracting & payment
Cross-cutting priorities & issues

International
cooperation

Social & Open access &

& Humanities a management

Ethics Gender SMES

Links to regional policy Intellectual property

Register an organisation

Grant preparation

Repaorts & payment requests

User account & roles

Submit a proposal

Grant signature

Deliverables

Checks,
& investigations

1dits, reviews

Expertroles &

Climate action &
Sustainable development

ERA-NETs

Innovation procurement




European
Commission
—

The early bird catches the worm!

Proposal
Submission Service

User Manual

 AlafaocTe 116 00nYieg Tou call amé vwpig

KarefaoTe ka1 peAeTnore ta templates European

Commission

ESoikeiwOeiTE amoé vwpig pe To portal

PT1a¢TE TO MAGVO oag a1TO VWPIG KOl OPNOTE APKETO £STPA XPOVO-
Oa Tov xpelaoreire!

OupnOciTe oT1 MpEMElI va OOUAEWETE OoTEVA HE TO host organisation/
supervisor.



Writing MSCA: Not a one person’s job!

 Nai £0¢€ig €ioTE 0 UTTEUOUVOG YIa T cuyypa®Pn
aAAda n BonBsia andé To host lab givai
amapairnTn!

« EmkoivwvnoTte pali Toug 600 1o duvarov
vWwpITEPO

« ZnTNOTE Mmeetings (eyw emoké@Tnka 1o host
lab)

« BonOs1a yia cuykekpigéva part Tng airnong



Writing MSCA: Not a one person’s job!

- Quality and capacity of the host
institutions and participating
organisations, including hosting
arrangements

Tip! Ask for
p to date information!!!

« Quality of the supervision, training and
of the two-way transfer of knowledge
between the researcher and the host

 Help with writing the actual project e.g.
information on protocols/preliminary
data/figures



Been there, done that!

 Ask for previous MSCA proposals

« Go to workshops/talk to people who have gone through
the experience.

* After you finish your first draft get colleagues,
especially experienced ones in wrltmg/rewewmg, to
read it through and give you advice!
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Being excellent is NOT enough!

MSCA-IF [A7Z\RILYRI0])
STEP BY STEP

MANUAL FOR EVALUATORS 2018

Research Executive Agency

»>Score 15t time: 90.4 (Excellence: 4.4/5, Impact 4.8/5,
Implementation: 4.4/5

»>Score 2" time: 85.2 (Excellence: 4.2/5, Impact 4.2/5,
Implementation: 4.5/5)

>Score 3" time: 95 (Excellence: 4.8/5, Impact 4.7/5,
Implementation: 4.7/5)



Pay attention to detail!

It’s the difference between something good and something great!

>

GABAergic INte[n_eurons_si_Fnalin ImbalancE; A promising target underlying PFC-
dependent cognitive flexibility defects. /GinieEffect

>

“Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of .... adjusting our
behavioural strategy to tackle unexpected changes in our environment”

> To Oev BaOuoAoyeital, aAAa mrailen

ZHMANTIKO POAO otn yeviKn oag e1IKOva! To KOITAVE OE CUVOUAOHO HE TNV KUPiWG
aiTnon.
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Do NOT be afraid to step out of your comfort zone! -

»> Changed model organism from Drosophila to mouse

> Introduced computational modelling and simulations

> E:(pdgrimental & conceptual background in homeostatic plasticity
studies

> Behavioural experiments

> 2-photon microscopy



Is your project worth EU tax-payers money?

* Put your research in the bigger EU goals picture (EVEN IF BASIC
RESEARCH)

* Refer to EU organisations, guidelines, regulations, especially the
ones explicitly mentioned in the MSCA manuals

+ SOS! Mention if there are/were other MSCA fellows/grant holders
or other EU grant holders in the host lab/organisation



Good luck!

« AmopaocioTe oT1 Oa Kavere aitnon!
* Mnv ammoyonTevECTE Ao TNV amorTuyia!

« OmAIoTEITE pHE EVOOUOIAOHO YVIAa ThV 10€a oag, HE
AITOPACIOTIKOTNTA KAl €mpyovn!

« Kavre Tn OOUA£lIa TOU reviewer eUKOAN YpA®@OVTAG KATAVONTA
Kol euKoAodiafaocTa!



