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• Deliver solutions to address global social challenges

• Ambitious but achievable goals 

• Bring together public and private bodies, research/academic institutions, 

businesses and investors

• Connect R&D with the needs of society and citizens
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EU Missions



The Cancer Mission was launched on 29 September 2021, along 

with Europe's Beating Cancer Plan (adopted on 3 February 2021)

AIM

Improving the lives of more than 3 million people by 2030 through 

prevention, treatment and improved quality of life

Cancer Mission



Conquering cancer, mission possible 

Understanding

Prevent

Diagnostics 

Treats

Support

Access

Report of the Mission Board for Cancer, October 2020

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b389aad3-fd56-11ea-b44f-01aa75ed71a1/


National cancer plans

Citizens, Patients, and Associations

Synergies

Other EU policies and actions 

(Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan)

Other Horizon Europe Missions

Other Health programmes of Member States 

Other research and investment programmes

(EIT Health, Innovative Health Initiative) 



Project ECHoS

✓ Attracting relevant funding

✓ Information and awareness

✓ Strengthening the domestic 

innovation ecosystem

✓ Creation of synergies and 

cooperation networks

CSA –HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-05

✓ 57 partners 

✓ 26 countries



Roadmap



Topic description 

ExpectedOutcome: 

The integration of the Mission on Cancer with activities at national, regional and where relevant at local level will be of utmost important 

to ensure its success. Taking into account the differences of national health and research and innovation systems, the coordination and 

support of cancer mission-related activities at national, regional and where relevant at local level are essential in this regard. At the same 

time, synergies with actions under Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan need to be generated. 

The successful proposal should aim at delivering results that are directed at and contributing to all of the following expected outcomes: 

The activities of the Mission on Cancer are integrated with activities at national, regional, and local levels; Actors in national, regional or 

local health and research and innovation systems are engaged in the policy dialogue on cancer; Citizens, including patients, and national, 

regional and local stakeholders are engaged in the policy dialogue on cancer. 

Scope: 

A national cancer mission hub will be established in each Member State and Associated Country. Its activities will include awareness 

raising and coordination of the Mission's activities among and with relevant actors in national, regional or local research and innovation 

and health systems, while also generating and leveraging synergies with Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, thus fostering an enhanced policy 

dialogue on cancer control at national, regional or local level . Hence, the activities will be complementary to the ones of the National 

Contact Points that focus on Horizon Europe Work Programmes[1]. National cancer mission hubs will be established either by building on 

existing structures (e.g. mirror groups) or by creating new ones. 

Notably these hubs will: 

Facilitate integration of the activities of the Mission on Cancer at national, regional, and local levels e.g. identifying synergies between 

European, national, regional and local policies and initiatives related to cancer;  

Facilitate engagement of relevant actors and stakeholders at national, regional or local level going beyond the research and innovation 

and health systems to cover all relevant areas in cancer control and support policy dialogues on cancer (examples include employment, 

education, socio-economic aspects); 

Support citizen engagement activities at national, regional and local levels, including new participatory formats. 

The proposed activities of national cancer mission hubs should be closely linked with those of the established National Contact Points 

(NCPs) under Horizon Europe, the National Focal Points (NFP) supporting the EU4Health programme and those of the contact points of 

other EU funding programmes[2]. 

The national cancer mission hubs should operate for the whole duration of the Cancer Mission. As the volume and nature of activities is 

likely to evolve over time, the support for national mission hubs will be provided in two phases. This first phase will have a duration of 3 

years (2023-2025). The support provided in the second phase will build on the achievements and needs identified during the first phase. 

The Commission may facilitate Mission-specific coordination through future actions, such as the successful proposal TRAMI resulting from 

the topic HORIZON-MISS-2021-COOR-01-01, “Coordination of complementary actions for missions”. Therefore, the successful proposal 

should include a budget for the attendance to regular joint meetings and may consider covering the costs of any other potential joint 

activities without the prerequisite to detail concrete joint activities at this stage. The details of these joint activities will be defined during 

the grant agreement preparation phase and project duration. In this regard, the Commission will take on the role of facilitator for 

networking and exchanges, including with relevant initiatives and stakeholders, if appropriate. 

 

Cross-cutting Priorities: 

Societal Engagement 

Digital Agenda 

Artificial Intelligence 

 

[1]Home | Horizon Europe NCP Portal 

 

[2]e.g. EURATOM, Digital Europe Programm 
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Project

Cross-cutting priorities: 

AI, Societal 

engagement, Digital 

Agenda 

Dissecting the topic 



Activities-Actions 

✓ Establishing national cancer 

mission Hubs in all MS and 

AC

✓ Raise Awareness to Mission 

on Cancer

✓ Target All Relevant 

Stakeholders

✓ Go beyond R&I

✓ Engage all relevant 

stakeholders in Policy 

Dialogues

✓ Create Synergies! 



✓ Grant agreement about to be signed

✓ Estimated start day: 01/04/2023

✓ Kick-off meeting: 03-04/05/2023

Next steps



National Contact Points

Cluster Health

Cancer Mission

Contact us:

Dr. Sofia Xesfingi: sxesfingi@ekt.gr

Varvara Vasilaki: vasilaki@ekt.gr

horizonEU@ekt.gr

mailto:sxesfingi@ekt.gr
mailto:vasilaki@ekt.gr
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