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**Specific eligibility criteria for PFs supported by Euratom:
Organisation: legal entity established in an EU Member State or Euratom AC
Researcher: nationals or long-term residents of an  EU Member State or a Euratom AC

*HE Associated countries: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland, Israel, Kosovo, Moldova, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine. Note: Ongoing negotiations with the UK
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Eligible researchers – European Fellowships:

Doctoral Degree (or, date of successful defense) should be obtained before call deadline. The 

successful defense must be unconditional (no further requirements/corrections that need to be 

addressed) and take place before the call deadline. 

Supporting documentation may be requested. 

Nationality Any

Mobility
The researcher cannot have resided or carried out his/her main activity (work, studies, etc.) in the
country of the beneficiary for more than 12 months in the three years immediately prior to the call
deadline

Research experience
(FTE)

Maximum 8 years from date of award of the (first) doctoral degree

This limit can be extended for the following reasons (to be encoded in the submission forms):
- Maternity leave (18 months – i.e. 548 days) per child born  after the PhD award date, or exact 
duration of leave taken, whichever is longest);
- Paternity leave (exact duration per child born after the PhD award date);
- Research in a non-associated TC (only for nationals or long-term residents of MS or AC, wishing to 
reintegrate in Europe); 
- Compulsory national service;
- Time spent not working in research (also applies to part-time contracts); 
- Long-term sick leave (periods longer than 30 days).



Eligible researchers – Global Fellowships:

Doctoral Degree (or, date of successful defense) should be obtained before call deadline. The 

successful defense must be unconditional (no further requirements/corrections that need to be 

addressed) and take place before the call deadline. 

Supporting documentation may be requested.

Nationality Nationals or long-term residents of EU MS or HE AC.

Mobility
The researcher cannot have resided or carried out his/her main activity (work, studies, etc.) in
the country of the associated partner (in the third country) for more than 12 months in the three
years immediately prior to the call deadline

Research experience
(FTE)

Maximum 8 years from date of award of the (first) doctoral degree

This limit can be extended for the following reasons (to be encoded in the submission forms):
- Maternity leave (18 months – i.e. 548 days) per child born  after the PhD award date, or exact 
duration of leave taken, whichever is longest);
- Paternity leave (exact duration per child born after the PhD award date);
- Compulsory national service;
- Time spent not working in research; 
- Long-term sick leave (periods longer than 30 days).



(Optional) Secondments vs Non-academic placements:
Secondment Non-academic placement

Maximum Duration

EF: 

Up to 1/3 of the requested 
project duration (excluding 

any period for non-academic 
placement)

GF: 

Up to 1/3 of the duration of the outgoing phase
Up to 6 months duration

Timing

EF:

At any time during the 
requested project duration

GF:
- A maximum of three months can be spent at 

the start of the project at the beneficiary (or 
associated partners linked to the beneficiary) 

- This period of three months will be considered 
as part of the outgoing phase 

- Secondments cannot take place during the 
mandatory twelve-month return period to the 
host organization in EU MS/AC

Additional period after the requested duration of the 
fellowship

Can be divided in several smaller periods

Mobility Any country worldwide EU MS or HE AC

Sector Any sector Non-academic sector only

Encoding in part A NO. Do not  encode the secondment organizations as a participating organisation
YES. The organization hosting the placement MUST 

be encoded as a participating organisation

Description in part B1 YES. Its relevance and quality will be assessed by the evaluators.
YES. Its relevance and quality will be assessed by the 

evaluators.

Supporting Doc in 
part B2

None. None. No letter of commitment is required.



Applicable Unit Contributions

*A country correction coefficient (CCC) applies to the living allowance in order to ensure equal treatment and purchasing power parity for all researchers.
CCC for Greece and Cyprus: EL: 81,6% / CY: 77,5%
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Excellence Impact
Quality and efficiency 

of the implementation
Quality and pertinence of the project’s research and 

innovation objectives (and the extent to which they are 

ambitious, and go beyond the state of the art)

Credibility of the measures to  enhance the 

career perspectives and employability of the 

researcher and contribution to his/her skills 

development 

Quality and effectiveness of the work 

plan,  assessment of risks and 

appropriateness of the effort assigned 

to work packages

Soundness of the proposed methodology (including 

interdisciplinary approaches, consideration of the gender

dimension and other diversity aspects if relevant for the 

research project, and the quality of open science 

practices)

Suitability and quality of the measures to 

maximise expected outcomes and impacts, as 

set out in the dissemination and exploitation 

plan, including communication activities

Quality and capacity of the host 

institutions and participating 

organisations, including hosting 

arrangements

Quality of the supervision, training and of the two-way 

transfer of knowledge between the researcher and the 

host

The magnitude and importance of the 

project’s contribution to the expected 

scientific, societal and economic impacts

Quality and appropriateness of the researcher’s 

professional experience, competences and skills

50% 30% 20%



Call Opening: 12 April 2023

Call Deadline: 13 September 2023

Evaluation period: October 2023 – January 2024

Launch Grant preparation:    March 2024

Project Starting dates: April 2024 - September 2025

Call planning



European 
Fellowships

221.40 M€ 39.07 M€

Held in EU Member States or Associated Countries Based on a Third Country

Global
Fellowships

GF

Total Budget: 260.47 million €

EF

Modes & Budget

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2023-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=postdoctoral;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Modes & Budget

ERA

ERA
Fellowships

Held in a ‘Widening’ country

Total Budget: 8 million € (indicative)

Proposals are eligible for ERA fellowships funding if:

• submitted by a host institution from a ‘Widening’ country

• admissible and eligible for MSCA-PF EuropeanFellowships (EF)

• have agreed to be considered for ERA Fellowships call

• passed all the thresholds under the MSCA-PF-EF call

• failed to reach an adequate place in the ranking to be funded

under that call.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-widera-2023-talents-02-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-WIDERA-2022-TALENTS;matchWholeText=false;typeCodes=1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Novelties

WP 2022 WP 2023-2024

Clarify wording for EF/GF scope +  
clarification secondments max duration (+ 3 
months at beneficiary in GF)

Successful PhD defence must be 
unconditional and take place before the call 
deadline

Allow less than 50% part-time for medical
reasons

Letter of Commitment (LoC) for associated 
partner hosting the non-academic 
placement

No LoC for associated partner hosting the 
placement required (only remaining LoC 
required for the associated partner hosting 
the GF outgoing phase)



7 044 proposals received

• 6334 European Fellowships 

• 710 Global Fellowships

Comparison to 2021 Call:

Call European Global

PF-2021 7519 837

PF-2022 6334 710

Difference -15.76% -15.17%



Results – European Fellowships

Panel Success rate EF

CHE 17,61%

ECO 18,35%

ENG 16,90%

ENV 17,37%

LIF 17,70%

MAT 18,12%

PHY 18,01%

SOC 17,45%

Grand Total 17,54%

Action Eligible
proposals

Funded

PF-EF 6233 1093

Grand total 6909 1235

CHE ECO ENG ENV LIF MAT PHY SOC

Eligible proposals 920 109 911 668 1367 138 733 1387

Retained for funding 162 20 154 116 242 25 132 242
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Results – Global Fellowships

Panel Success rate GF

CHE 21,43%

ECO 27,27%

ENG 21,95%

ENV 21,18%

LIF 20,39%

MAT 18,18%

PHY 19,30%

SOC 21,05%

Grand Total 21,01%

Action Eligible
proposals

Funded

PF-GF 676 142

Grand total 6909 1235

CHE ECO ENG ENV LIF MAT PHY SOC

Eligible proposals 42 11 82 85 103 11 57 285

Retained for funding 9 3 18 18 21 2 11 60
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Success rate per country

EL GF participation: 
8 submitted/ 1 retained

CY GF participation: 
3 submitted / 0 retained

UK ES IT FR DE NL DK BE NO IE SE AT PT FI CZ EL LU IL CY CH MT SI HU PL HR TR EE LV LT SK RS BG IS AM RO FO UA XK MK

Retained for funding 207 177 143 120 104 84 81 54 43 38 37 37 24 19 15 8 7 6 5 5 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eligible proposals 1149 953 781 668 555 349 329 293 237 189 243 150 207 144 168 76 40 28 32 30 23 50 22 45 11 67 23 5 14 7 5 2 4 1 5 1 1 1 1

Success Rate 18.0218.5718.3117.9618.7424.0724.6218.4318.1420.1115.2324.6711.5913.198.93%10.5317.5021.4315.6316.6717.396.00%13.644.44%18.182.99%8.70%20.007.14%14.290.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%0.00%
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Scientific Age of Researchers & Success Rate
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Call closure results

331 proposals considered admissible and eligible for ERA-PF 2022.

Comparison to 2021 call: both ERA Fellowships and MSCA Fellowships see a 
decline in submissions, however, it is less pronounced for ERA. 

ERA-Fellowships

Call Eligible
Proposals

ERA-PF-2021 353

ERA-PF-2022 331

difference -6,23%



Submission by 'Widening' host institutions to MSCA-PF (EF+GF)

WF pilot 2018-2020



Funded proposals by country and impact of ERA Fellowships

CZ PT SI EL TR CY PL LV HU EE LT HR MT BG SK RS RO

ERA main list 18 13 9 5 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

PF main list 15 24 3 8 2 5 2 1 3 2 1 2 4 0 1 0 0

increase thanks to ERA 120.00% 54.17% 300.00% 62.50% 150.00% 60.00% 150.00% 100.00% 33.33% 50.00% 100.00% 50.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
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Scientific Age of Researcher & Success Rate

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 and above

ERA proposals 78 48 41 45 32 18 28 19 22

success rate 17.95% 18.75% 7.32% 15.56% 25.00% 16.67% 25.00% 15.79% 22.73%

ERA overall success rate 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82% 17.82%
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2022-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=MSCA-2022-PF;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Part A 

(structured data) 

Part B 

(description of action)

10 page
limit



Key features:

Part A: use of submission wizard

Researcher information:

• PhD award date only, no other qualification fields available

• Residency and activity table

• Table for extensions on the 8-year post PhD limit – number of days/category only, beneficiary 

to keep relevant records

Beneficiary information:

• PIC based: same principle as H2020

• Non-academic placement host and secondment host 

Budget:

• Family allowance (selection box as H2020)

• Long term leave allowance and special needs allowance (not visible in proposal as cannot be 

requested at that stage)

Horizon Europe MSCA - How to apply: https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-

grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#postdoctoral-
fellowships--call-2022

A Guide on “Common mistakes in MSCA-PF proposal submission” has been prepared

A document, and a corresponding Self-
assessment tool, aim to guide the applicants 
towards calculating the possible deductions of 
their 8 years FTE experience in research 

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-apply_en#postdoctoral-fellowships--call-2022


• Important:

• Part B-1 is strictly restricted to 10 pages:

• => a cover page, table of contents, …on page 1, 2, will count towards the page limit and 
automatically result in excess pages that cannot be evaluated

• => the Part B-1 should start with “1. Excellence” (instructions, definitions to be deleted 
before submission)

• Part B-2 (no page restriction): 
• Researcher’s CV
• Participating organisations (max 1 page for beneficiary, max ½ page others)
• Letters of commitment (host for outgoing phase of GF)
• Ethics & Security (additional info, if needed)



Read all guidance documents:

• Guide for applicants: overview of rules, financial aspects, etc.

• MSCA Work Programme and annexes

• Calculation of 8-years research experience in Postdoctoral Fellowships

• How to complete Part A within the submission forms (under preparation)

• Proposal templates

• Model Grant Agreements

• Online manual on how to submit an application

• Frequently Asked Questions

• Guidelines on Supervision: https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/508311

• Green Charter: https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/720690

Ask for advice to your MSCA National Contact Point (list available on Funding and Tenders Portal)

Submit specific queries to the Research Enquiry Service (funding, validation of participants, etc.)

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/508311
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2766/720690


Marie Skłodowska-Curie Website

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en

Research Enquiry Service

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/contact/research-enquiry-service_en

National Contact Points

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

Funding and Tenders Portal (applications)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/node_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/contact/research-enquiry-service_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


# HorizonEU #MSCA

@MSCActions
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/


